
Introduction 
Microceiitriiii arc iiicoiispicuoiis. cnptically colorcd treelioppers occiir- 

riiig iiorili as far as Isle Jcsiis (Qiiebec). Caiiada. tliroiigh iiiiicli of Noilli Aiiierica. 
aiid iiito Veiieaiela aiid Eciiador iii Soiitli Aincrica (Figs. 1.2). Most inicrocciilriiic 
species are resiricicd I O  llic Nortlierii Hciiiispliere. (Oiie specics of 
('e~i/rucIioides aiid tlvo spccics of .\l~croce~i/riis arc kiiou.ii froin Eciiador. 
probablj, occiirriiig iii ilic Soiitlierii Heiiiisplicrc.) Wliercas inaiiy iiieinbracids 
esliibit soiiie degree of prcsocialih.. ineiiibcrs of Microceiiiriiii are soliian as 
adiilts (Wood l984a). ai iiiost deinoiistraiiiig siiiiplc iiiateriial egg giiardiiig 
(L0j.e 1987a). Wood ( 1984a) iioted tliai solitan. lrccliopper spccies sliow a 
Iiigli degrec of Iiost specificity (inore tliaii 80%) of solitan. species appcar lo bc 
specific to a siiigle liost gciiiis iii tlie tropics). 

Host plaiii iiiforiiialioii. a~.ailable for oiily sis iiicliidcd species, iiidicaics 
iliat Microceiilriiii iiiay fccd oii iiiciiibers of sc\.cii plaiii faiiiilies: Fagaceac 
(oaks aiid Aiiiericaii bcecli). Jiiglaiidaceae (Iiickorics. pccaii. aiid \valiiiii). 
Laiiraceae (a1.ocado). Piiiaccae (yellow piiic). Betiilaceae (iroii~vood). 
Loraiitliaceae (iiiisilctoc). aiid Rliaiiiiiaceae (New Jcrsey iea). Tliree of ilicse sis 
spccies (Ce~itriiclioides oppzip~zn~is, .\l/croce/i/ri~s lyix. aiid .\l. sollissidi~s. 
ii.sp.) are kiio~vii to occur oiily oii a siiigle Iiost species. \vliereas tlie oilicrs (Jl. 
cnryne, .\l. ~iicliol~. aiid Al. perrlilzis) are reportcd froiii iiiiiltiple Iiosl gciicra. 

Tlie priinan, goal of iliis work is to rcl.ise ilic tribe Microceiitriiii at llic 
gciieric aiid specific Ic~,cls. based oii coinparati1.c iiiorpliolog!. Ke1.s for idcii- 
iifj,iiig iiiaiiy tasa u.iiliiii Microceiitriiii lverc iioiicsisieiit or oiitdated. aiid tlie 
origiiial descriptioiis of iiiaiiy spccies lacked illiisiraiioiis. Additioiiallj: \ve 
siiiiiiiiarize kiio\\.ii distribiitioii aiid biological daia for ilie iiicliided iasa aiid 
preseiit tlie resiilts of a iiiorpliolog!.-bascd pli!.logciietic iii~.estigatioii. 

Haiipt (1929~)  establislicd [lie siibfainily Stcgaspidiiiae (as Stegaspiiiac) io 
iiicliide foiir iiew tribcs: Plalyceiitriiu. Slegaspidiiii (as Stegaspiiii). Sij,loceiitriiii. 
aiid Ocdiiii (sce Dcitz 1983b). Maiiy of tlie gciicra iii tliese tribes liad prc1.i- 
oiisly beeii placed iii tlic iiiciiibracid siibfaiiiilj. Cciitrotiiiae based oii tlie es- 
poscd sciitelliiiii. Hainiltoii ( 197 1 b) iiio~.ed se1,eii siegaspidiiie geiiera (iiicliidiiig 
Ce~itr~iclioides, L)oli/o~iodi/s [= Tii~i~ecnlidn], i\/icroce~i/riis. aiid Sii1erdn1c.o) 
lo [lie faiiiily Aetalioiiidac iiiider tlie siibfaiiiil!. "St~.loceiitriiiae." 

Notiiig tliat Haiipt's Platycciitriiii \vas based oii a iiiisideiitified t~ .pc  gciiiis. 


