
Introduction 

Since Meyrick ( I R94b the Blastobasinae have been considered a monophyl- 
etic taxon. Recent workers (Adamski and Brown 1989. Hodges 1998) have 
corroborated this notion and provided hypotheses of the phylogenetic posi- 
tion of Blastobasinae within Gelechioidea. In this study, the Blastobas~dae 
(sensu Adamski and Brown 1989) are treated as a subfa~n~ly w ~ t h ~ n  the 
Coleophor~dae, following Hodges' ( 1998) recent analysis of Gelechioidea. 

The first specles of Neotropical BIastobas~nae was described by Zeller in 
1877. During the next 60 years, Walsinghan~ ( 1 892, 1 894, 1 897, 1907a, 1 9075, 
1908, 1 909, 19 1 2)  and Meyrick ( 1 894, 1 9 16-23, 1 926, 1 923-30a, 1 930-36, 
1936. 1939) provided descriptions of many genera and species from Central 
and South America. Following nearly 50 years of virtually no research on 
Neotropical Blastobasinae. recent contr~butions by Adamski and Brown j 1989), 
Adamski and Landry 1 1 9971, Adamski ( 1 998a, 1 998b, 1999a. 1999b, 1999c, 
1 999d), and Adanlski and Karshollt ( 1 999) have made significant advances in 
our knowledge of the group. Although a vast number of specimens have accu- 
mulated In major Inilseullis throughout the world as a result of various collect- 
ing actlvlt~es and expedi t~ons, no effort has been made to study type specimens, 
determine spec~es richness, or examine phyloge~~etic relationships within 
Blastobasinae. The purpose of this s t ~ ~ d y  was to consolidate information for 
all spec~es of Neoaroplcal Blastobasinae to encourage and facilitate filture 
study on this speciose taxon. 


