
Introduction 

Tlie biaconid subfainily Macroce~itiinae coinprises approximately 170 de- 
sciibed species worldwide, piimarily in the genus Moci.oceiiti-lis Curtis. In tlie 
Western Heinisphere, four geneia Iiave been iecognized (Acliterberg 1993b). 
Mocr-oceiiti.ris and Hynieiiochooiiio Dalla Tome are the inore prevalent genera in 
the Neaictic iegion (Wliaiton 1997). It remains to be seen how widespread these 
two genera are in the Neotropical region. de Santis (1 967) iecoided Mncr-oceii- 
trris oiicylivor-ris Roliwer and Hj~ineiiochooiiio delicato (Cresson) (as delicotzis) 
in Argentina. Dolichozele Viereck, found only in tlie Westein Heinisphere, is 
piedoininantly a neotropical genus; it does, however, extend into the southem 
Nearctic iegion (Achterbcrg 1993b). Aristi.ozele Roinan occurs in the Afrotropi- 
cal, Holarctic, and Indo-A~istialian iegions, and currcntly it is reported to be 
piesent in tlie Neotiopical region as a result of Acliterberg (1993b) transfeiring 
Enderlein's (1 920) genus Paiiiscozele to Aristi.ozele. Tlie correct placement of 
Aristr-ozele in the Neotropical region, however, needs to be confinned before it 
can be conclusively stated tliat it occurs there (Wharton 1997). 

Tlie subfainily Maciocei~trinae has four distingiiishing characteis, which in 
coiiibi~iatio~i differentiatc i t  froin al1 otlier braconids: 

I .  the lack of an occipital carina (Fig. 301), 
2. the presence of sinall tootlilike pegs (Figs. 279,299) on the outer edge of  

tlie sccond trochanter or trocliai~tellus (a unique synapoinoiphy), 
3. tlie insertion of tlie inetasoina relatively Iiigh on tlie propodeuin and iiot 

between the Iiind coxae (Fig. 304), and 
4. the middle lobe of tlie mesoscutiim (Fig. 303) being iiiore or less el- 

evated above the lateial lobes (Acliterberg 1993a). 
Al1 inacrocentiines Iiave tliree subinaiginal cells except Moo-oceiiti.us iii- 

coi~~pletris Miiesebeck, wliich has only two. Species of  the subfainily are iisii- 
ally sinall, 3-1 1 inin long, slender, and with long legs giving thein a gracef~il 
appearance (Shaw and Huddleston 199 1). An exception is Dolickozele gi.ovi- 
lor-sis (Muesebeck) in which tlie laigest speciinens arc nearly 17-1 Sinin long. 
Soine inaciocentrines aie black or dark brown but inost aie yellowisli to testa- 
ceous and nocturnal (Hiiddleston and Gauld 1988). 

One unexpected finding of this study is the presence of sexual diinoiphisiii in 




