
Acknowledgments 

This research was supported by a Smithsonian Postdoctoral Fellowship 
and completed at the National Museum of Natural History, Washington, DC, 
(USNM). The support and advice of the following curators and staff members 
at that institution was instrumental during the course of this project: Richard 
C. Froescbner, who provided humor, guidance, and access to the Drake 
collection; Thomas J. Henry, who shared his knowledge of Heteroptera sys- 
tematics and literature; and Paul J. Spangler, who provided coIIections from 
many remote areas of South America. In addition, much of this revision is 
based on material collected by J. T. Bolhemus and the author during research 
in poorly surveyed areas of Colombia, Peru, Brazil, and Bolivia sponsored by 
the National Geographic Society, Washington, DC, through generous support 
from their committee on research and exploration; this material is held for the 
most part in the J. T. Polhemus collection, Englewood, CO (JTFC). 

A project of this size could not have been undertaken and completed 
without the help of numerous persons who unselfishly donated their time and 
expertise. Foremost among these were John T. Bolhemus, of Englewood, CO, 
whose extensive aquatic Hemiptera collection was essential to the completion 
of this monograph and who critically reviewed the prepublication drafts of 
this manuscript, and N. Moller Andersen, Universitets Zoologisk Museum, 
Copenhagen, who provided advice on character interpretation and phyloge- 
netic analysis. In addition, the following curators and institutions provided 
invaluable information or loans of material (institutional abbreviations are 
those used in the text): W. R. Dolling, The Natural History Museum, London 




