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between Burton and Croxall and HANZAB: Hadoram Shirihai’s 
Complete Guide. Regretfully allowed to go out of print at the mo-
ment, it still is obtainable and should be a required companion for 
any ornithologist on an Antarctic and sub-Antarctic voyage. Mak-
ing the information of HANZAB accessible while seriously updat-
ing the now 20-year-old seabird volumes, the Complete Guide is 
exactly that, both a guide and complete. The author provides im-
peccable identification descriptions with supplementary materials 
on distribution, biology, conservation, and taxonomy. The intro-
ductory chapters, providing an ecological synopsis, are thoroughly 
satisfying. Of superior value are the later chapters covering various 
regions, most of which are tour destinations. Geology, conserva-
tion, human history, birds, mammals, and how to visit are all cov-
ered and are of tremendous value—especially so the lists of bird 
species expected in each region. All of this has the ring of intimate 
familiarity on the part of the author, who clearly is both a keen ob-
server and a thorough scholar. The book is intensely illustrated 
with over 900 color photos, all informative and many amazing. The 
copyright owners need to get this indispensable book back in print 
as soon as possible. The market is not insignificant.

For ornithologists, the Antarctic and sub-Antarctic are about the 
incredible, amazingly adapted, awe-inspiring birds and their conser-
vation. The two long-recognized species of great albatrosses now ap-
pear to be seven species, more or less, each breeding-range restricted. 
Areas important to the pelagic conservation of Antarctic seabirds are 
now identifiable (see 54.247.127.44/marineIBAs/default.html), much 
of this progress owing to the generous collaborative spirit of Antarctic 
ornithologists such as Shirihai and the inspired leadership of Croxall. 
Fortunately, as ornithologists make their pilgrimages, they can have 
excellent book companions to pack with the field glasses, camera, and 
Dramamine.—James A. Kushlan, P.O. Box 2008, Key Biscayne, Flor-
ida, USA 33149. E-mail: jkushlan@earthlink.net

Identification Guides series. The key point here is that the book 
is an identification guide, not a field guide: it is certainly not 
meant to be carried around in your back pocket. This is akin to 
the well-known Sibley Guide to Birds (Sibley 2000), also an ex-
cellent reference source for checking your field notes and photo-
graphs or perusing at leisure in your home or office. Both books 
have approximately the same trim size; the hardbound version of 
Cuckoos of the World measures 18 × 24.5 × 3.5 cm. 

Inside, Cuckoos of the World is a hybrid of The Cuckoos (Payne 
2005) and Family Cuculidae (Cuckoos; Payne 1997) in Handbook 
of Birds of the World, vol. 4: Sandgrouse to Cuckoos, being some-
what similar in format to these two volumes, with the exception 
of more emphasis placed on some sections rather than others, 
and with the addition of hundreds of beautiful color photographs. 
Cuckoos of the World begins with a very brief introduction to the 
family, which is followed by some explanatory material (includ-
ing a glossary), excellent color plates, detailed species accounts, 
an appendix (scientific and common names), and a lengthy 
bibliography. 

I found the introduction rather rushed and somewhat too 
generalized. It may be impossible to summarize the Cuculidae 
effectively in only 10 pages (despite the small font size used), given 
the diversity of their ecology and behavior; by contrast, Payne 
(2005) devoted 163 pages to introductory material. Nevertheless, 
the authors use the little space that was allocated for this section 
admirably, providing some interesting examples and useful in-
text citations. There is also a good overview of changes to cuculid 
systematics in the past decades; the book generally follows the 
taxonomy of Payne (2005), to which it adds a further four species, 
bringing the family’s species count to 144. This differs to some 
degree from many traditional check-lists that range from 129 to 
149 cuckoo species.

Thirty-six color plates feature superb illustrations of all spe-
cies in classic field-guide style on a white background. The drawings 
are superior to the overly ornate plates in Payne (2005) and are sim-
ilar in quality to those in Handbook of Birds of the World. This is 
no surprise, because the illustrators for Cuckoos of the World also 
contributed artwork to that series. Each plate features illustrations 
for sex and age classes, and for polymorphic species as required. 
Adjacent to each color plate is a short account of distribution and 
habitat preferences, and brief identifying features for the illustrated 
species. Cuckoos range in size considerably, from the tiny White-
eared Bronze Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx meyeri; 15 cm) to the gigantic 
Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo (Carpococcyx renauldi; 65–70 cm). It 
is unclear whether the drawings on each plate are to scale, but they 
appear to be so. The scale changes between plates, as expected; it 
would have been useful to have a printed scale on the bottom of 
each page for reference. 

The bulk of the book comprises individual accounts for all 
species—with standard headings of Taxonomy, Field Identification, 
Voice, Description, Biometrics, Moult, Geographical Distribution, 
Habitat, Behavior, Breeding, Food, and Status and Conservation—
arranged in order according to Payne (2005), based on the mtDNA 
studies of Sorenson and Payne (2005). This may be jarring to many 
readers more familiar with the substantially different, albeit tradi-
tional, taxonomic order in works such as Clements et al. (2012) and 
Payne (1997). In addition, some common names differ from previ-
ously published work, so I found it more useful to navigate through 
the accounts and color plates using the species’ scientific names. A 

Cuckoos of the World.—Johannes Erritzøe, Clive F. Mann, 
Frederik P. Brammer, and Richard A. Fuller. 2012. Christopher 
Helm, London. 544 pp., 600 color photographs, 36 color plates, 
and 150 distribution maps. ISBN 9780713660340. Hardbound, 
$110.00.—Cuckoos are an ancient and enigmatic avian family with 
a nearly global distribution. They are best known for the ~60 spe-
cies that are obligate brood parasites; however, the other species in 
this family are equally fascinating, exhibiting such behaviors as fac-
ultative interspecific parasitism, cooperative breeding, polygyny, 
and polyandry. A few cuckoos, such as the Common Cuckoo (Cucu-
lus canorus) and Greater Roadrunner (Geococcyx californianus), are 
well represented in centuries of scientific literature, and in art and 
folklore; however, most species remain something of a mystery to 
us. Indeed, until fairly recently we lacked decent photographs, mu-
seum specimens, and accurate range maps for many species.

Cuckoos of the World is a welcome addition to our rather 
scanty list of published titles on the Cuculidae. This highly 
attractive and informative book is a recent entry in the Helm 
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full list of scientific names and common-name equivalents used in 
this book is included in the appendix.

Unlike typical field guides, Cuckoos of the World has in-depth 
species accounts that vary in length from one to two pages of text 
for poorly known species such as the Red-billed Malkoha (Zan-
clostomus javanicus) to about six pages for species, including the 
Common Cuckoo, that have been studied extensively. Breeding 
information includes details on behavior; phenology; descriptions 
of eggs, chicks, and nests (where applicable); and survival. Status 
and conservation entries are up-to-date to 2011. In-text citations 
are supplied throughout. The accounts also include lengthy de-
scriptions of the species’ appearance and an almost equally long 
field-identification entry; this, in conjunction with the descriptive 
material adjacent to the plates, may be excessive given the length 
of the book. It might have been sufficient to distill the field identi-
fication to fewer, easily accessible key features.

Each species account contains an excellent full-color range 
map that uses multiple colors and shading to indicate resident, 
seasonal, and transient distributions. The maps are large 
(ranging from about 6.5 × 6.5 cm to about 8.5 × 14 cm) and easily 
interpreted. Unlike many other identification guides or reference 
books of this nature, including Payne (1997, 2005), maps in Cuck-
oos of the World that depict species’ ranges on continents and 
archipelagos are expanded to the width of both text columns. 
This allows for considerable precision in the placement of known 
and hypothetical sightings according to appropriate habitat, 
topographical features, and so forth, rather than merely shading 
the entire island or region to indicate that the species does oc-
cur there. The range maps vary appreciably from some other 
sources, because these authors have evaluated primary distri-
butional information rather than simply reproducing previously 
published range maps.  

Perhaps the most remarkable feature of Cuckoos of the World 
is the astounding number of outstanding full-color photographs. 
No effort has been spared to locate and include informative pho-
tographs of every cuckoo species, even rarely seen species such 
as the Sumatran Ground Cuckoo (Carpococcyx viridis), Mountain 
Long-tailed Cuckoo (Cercococcyx montanus), and Goliath Coucal 
(Centropus goliath). With a few understandable exceptions, the 
photographs are high definition and field characters are not ob-
scured by foliage or other obstructions. Many accounts include 
four or more photographs featuring polymorphic plumages, dif-
ferent age and sex classes, parasitic chicks with hosts, and birds at 
the nest and in flight or feeding. This number of high-quality pho-
tographs of cuckoos has not been assembled elsewhere, so many 
readers will be unfamiliar with the sizable array of plumage pat-
terns and colors evident in this family of birds. It is a pleasure to 
see so many of these unusual species brought to life by their pho-
tographs, rather than merely depicted by static illustrations.

Cuckoos of the World is an excellent addition to the literature 
on this fascinating group of birds. Hundreds of beautiful photo-
graphs, elegant color plates, and full-color oversized range maps 
set this book apart from other titles of this type. If I were to rec-
ommend a single book on cuckoos to a colleague or friend—be 
they amateur birders or professional ornithologists—this would 
certainly be the one.—Janice M. Hughes, Department of Biology, 
Lakehead University, 955 Oliver Road, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7B 
5E1, Canada. E-mail: jmhughes@lakeheadu.ca
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The Finnish Bird Ringing Atlas, vol. 1.—Pertti Saurola, Jari 
Valkama, and William Velmala. 2013. Finnish Museum of Nat-
ural History and Ministry of Environment, Helsinki. 549 pp., 
figures and color plates. ISBN 9789521085727. Hardback, $65.—
Bird banding, or “ringing,” as it is largely known outside of North 
America, has been in use for over 100 years. An immense amount 
of information has been, and continues to be, accumulated via use 
of the archaic serially numbered metal leg ring, or bird band, and 
it is a major undertaking to summarize decades of ringing and 
subsequent encounter data in a useful form. As the encounter 
biologist at the U.S. Geological Survey Bird Banding Laboratory, 
I admittedly have particular interest in this book for drawing 
comparisons between the Finnish and North American banding 
programs, and I admire any banding scheme that completes the 
task of compiling data in a written form. 

The book presents information in both Finnish and English, 
which it has done very well by having the content in each language 
on almost each page of the book. I do not read Finnish, so my re-
view is only of the English content. The species accounts include 
just a summary in English, which may lessen the usefulness of the 
text for some readers. Captions for figures and photos are in both 
languages, and in this regard, the book is very well organized and 
easy to follow. 

There are major sections of the book, rather than chapters, 
that touch on primary issues related to bird ringing, followed by 
individual species accounts in taxonomic order from Mute Swan 
(Cygnus olor) to Long-tailed Skua (Stercorarius longicaudus). The 
species accounts cover 125 species in detail, with very short ac-
counts for 25 additional species for which ringing and encounter 
data are few.

The first section highlights why birds are ringed, covering 
many of the same topics and concerns that are addressed through 
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